
 

 

In order to encourage students to pursue an academically rigorous course of study, the 
school district will honor graduating seniors with meritorious academic records.  
 
DEFINITIONS 
 
Academic awards: Symbols of recognition such as medals, tassels, cords, collars, 
certificates, seals on diplomas, and listing in the printed program. 
 
Summa Cum Laude: With highest honors. 
 
Magna Cum Laude: With high honors. 
 
Cum Laude: With honors. 
 
Valedictory speaker: The Summa Cum Laude graduate selected by peers to deliver the 
Valedictory Speech at graduation. 
 
Advanced academic courses: College-preparatory courses in English, Humanities, 
Mathematics, Sciences, and Social Studies which students may choose to take in lieu of 
a less-challenging course of study.   
 
Academic ranking: the number indicating the academic position of a student relative to 
other students in the class. The highest-ranked student is number one in the class.  
 
Credited class: Any class for which a student receives credit that is calculated in the 
G.P.A.  
 
A: a grade indicating superior work. According to district policy, an A indicates a 
percentage between 90 and 100.  
 
G.P.A.: Grade point average calculated by dividing the number of grade points earned 
(A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1) by the number of credits attempted. 
 
RANKINGS 
 
Students’ rankings in their class will be determined by the following formula:  
 
 G.P.A.(number of graded credits) + 5(number of advanced courses)=X 

 [G.P.A. times the number of graded courses plus 5 times the number of 
advanced courses equals a student’s ranking number.] 
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Students’ academic rankings will be arranged in descending order of the ranking 
numbers, with the student having the highest number ranked number one.  
 
CALCULATIONS 
 
The high school registrar will calculate class rankings at the end of the junior year, after 
first semester of the senior year, and at the end of the senior year. These rankings will 
appear on students’ transcripts. 
 
HONORS 
 
Students who have excelled academically during their four years of high school will 
receive academic awards at their graduation ceremony. The principal or principal’s 
designee will determine the awards. 
 
The highest honors will be awarded to students who have earned 48 or more A’s with at 
least 20 credits in advanced courses and no D’s, F’s, or incompletes. These scholars 
will be designated as “Graduates with Highest Honors” or “Summa Cum Laude 
Graduates.”  
 
The next level of honor will be awarded to students who have earned between 36 and 
47 A’s with at least 12 credits in advanced courses and no D’s, F’s, or incompletes. 
These scholars will be designated as “Graduates with High Honors” or “Magna Cum 
Laude Graduates.” 
 
The third level of honor will be awarded to other students who have earned a 3.6 G.P.A. 
or above. These scholars will be designated as “Graduates with Honors” or “Cum Laude 
Graduates.” 
 
VALEDICTORY SPEAKER 
 
The Summa Cum Laude Scholars will vote on one of their group to represent them by 
giving the Valedictory (“farewell”) Speech at graduation.  
 
ADVANCED ACADEMIC COURSES 
 
The following classes will be considered “Advanced Academic Courses” for the purpose 
of determining honors: 
 

 All classes which have earned the A.P. designation from the College Board, 
whether taken in the classroom or through an accredited online program. 
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 Academic courses taken for college credit, whether taken through dual 
enrollment, online instruction, correspondence, or on-campus instruction, 
when offered by a fully-accredited college, if the grades are included in the 
high school G.P.A. 

 

 Academic classes titled “Honors,” “Advanced,” or “College Prep” when there 
is a class available in the same subject with lesser requirements. 

 

 Years 3 and 4 of foreign languages 
 

 Mathematics: Trigonometry, Advanced Math, Pre-calculus, Calculus 
 

 Science: Chemistry, Physics 
 

 Academic courses requiring exceptionally high scores on nationally-normed 
intelligence or achievement tests (98th percentile) for enrollment, including, 
but not limited to Philosophy and World Religions, History of the Arts, and 
Advanced Creative Writing 

 
STUDENT INFORMATION 
 
Information on graduation honors will be published in materials available for all students 
planning their high school course of study, including registration handbooks, as well as 
in the student policy handbook and web posting. 
 
When registering for their senior year, students will be given a copy of this policy along 
with their transcript. 
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